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Parallel Community 

Newsletter  

The Parallel Community is a 
linking network and a platform 

where people can express and 
develop their positive 

contribution for change - human, 
social, ecological, creative and 

spiritual.  
January 2012 

 

Happy New Year to all Parallel Communiteers!   

 

 

   BUTTERFLY 88 : an experiment in focused thinking 

PC member Tim Walter, of Knights Rose, invites fellow PC-ers to join him and others in a project: “BUTTERFLY 88”. First he 

tells us how it arose; and then (below) how it came by its name. 

The Mud Maid at Heligan Gardens in Cornwall: a land sculpture by Susan Hill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I had just woken up, and opened the back door of our 

massive terraced stone built Victorian house, that sits at 

the bottom of a tree-covered valley in a busy-road-strewn 

village. I let our aging black Labrador out for her early 

morning necessaries, and I breathed in the warm air, 

uttering a heartfelt but infrequently said, “thank you” to 

the universe for another morning, and for a feeling of 

contentment in my heart at nothing in particular.  At that 

moment the buzzard flew overhead, high in the sky, as if in 

response to my words. High, but not so high that it was 

indistinct, high enough to be impressive, low enough to 

make me catch my breath … high enough to be entirely 

natural.    

To greet the morning grey light  

with the warm wind swirling and  

the friendly screech of an early buzzard  

high, moving effortless in the grey clouded winter sky. 

In this ordinary moment 

I understand forgiveness  

from Nature… from self  

and I nurture a knowledge  

that I am loved. 
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Buzzards have, for me, become a symbol of the divine in 

our everyday existence: partly because of the nesting 

family so often encountered at Hamish Miller’s land; with 

their pitiful but enigmatic cry, they were often heard on 

the warm summer Cornish days around his sacred stone 

circle as we chatted, laughed and tried to film together.  

I guess it’s this affinity with the natural world that has 

caused me to develop further something that I had been 

co-ordinating for a year or so. Since October 2010, with the 

invaluable help of others, I have been doing the donkey 

work of writing and distributing a monthly list of focused 

thinking targets to a small group of hugely motivated 

individuals under the intention of a Shamanic communion 

exercise. This is to express positive energy into the natural 

world to connect with the subtle energy realms that 

humanity as a whole has lost contact with: the realms of 

angels, of devas and fairies and fauns; and my own 

favourite, the spirits of the wild: of the wind and the water 

and the earth itself … in short, all the elemental energies in 

the subtle world of perception just at the edge of our 

earth-bound senses. But nagging at me was the need to 

get this kind of communication out to more people.  

All who are reading this resonate with Hamish’s desire to 

wake the world to its own Truth. We all know there is a 

need to spread the message (whatever that message really 

is) without forcing it down people’s throats.  

Now, in this time of great change, I am asking whoever 

wants to be involved in a weekly focused thinking exercise 

to join us in linking with the natural world through 

thought, to try to help Mother Earth in her time of 

transition. We can help ease her journey as we all move to 

create the new paradigm of existence that we shall 

embody in this dimension.  

Anybody who wants to join us in unified thought for five 

minutes of focused thinking each Wednesday for the next 

year is invited to do so. Either contact me on Facebook: 

Knights Rose (Tim Walter) or sign up for the list by email 

on my website http://www.knightsrose.com/join_us.htm  

It is a very simple process. I send out a note on Tuesday in 

readiness for the next day. It doesn’t matter whether you 

are already involved in other focused thinking exercises; 

this is simply another way for your soul to feel a 

connection with the change that we as a species have a 

responsibility to make happen now.  

It is time for humanity to wake up, to remember its proper 

place in the entire universe. The surface of the earth is a 

living matrix of electricity in its most subtle form, just like 

our skins; light and electrical energy weave across the land 

in massive mixing information fields, perhaps the most 

significant of which is memory. Memory of past trauma 

becomes locked in the land just as it does in our bodily 

cells. We cannot shift to the next paradigm until we have 

gently, compassionately, eased the memory. 

The world around us is a reflection of our inner turmoil. 

Consciousness reflects back at us what goes on in our 

minds: it is of the same stuff. Our minds are the earth and 

our minds are our realities.  

As a species we long ago turned our backs on the elements 

that we should nurture in our hearts. It is our compassion 

that will take us individually through to the next paradigm, 

nothing more.  

Our hearts are connected with our outer experiences, 

some of which we perceive as Nature. That is the world in 

which we live. Never separate yourself from that world, in 

any aspect. This time in human history (whatever that is) is 

about changing your belief. Individually. You affect the 

world in which you live. You and I share it through the 

information exchanged in these words, so you and I are 

resonating in harmony. Let’s resonate in harmony with 

Nature too, through focused thought. There is no room for 

chaos in disciplined thinking.  

But we should remember, like Hamish, never to take 

ourselves too seriously. Believe it or not, we are all here to 

enjoy our experience on earth.  

Tim Walter 

   WHY “BUTTERFLY 88”? 

Diaethria neglecta is a species of butterfly from South America, found 

from Panama to Bolivia. Its common name is the “Neglected Eighty-

eight” due to the extraordinary pattern on its wings, of an 88, or 

lemniscate, as per earth energies, and indeed the PC symbol.  ‘The 

Butterfly Effect’ is the theoretical philosophical premise that the beat 

of a butterfly’s wings can eventually build in momentum to cause a 

hurricane, as per Chaos Theory.  As for ‘Neglected’: Tim says, “This to 

me symbolises our latent power of thought which we have neglected 

as a species for far too long!” 

 

http://www.knightsrose.com/join_us.htm
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  WALKING YOUR TALK – a ‘Time Map’ for 2012 

 By Core Team member Michael Baker 
 

Walking one’s talk is something we all need to remind ourselves of.  We mean well; we try to live our daily lives by principles 

which our “inner knowing” tells us are right.  But it is not always convenient, or we run out of time, or we forget in the moment 

and then slip back into old ways, thinking “it doesn’t matter”. Over time I have facilitated many “Vision Councils”. They are 

groups of ordinary everyday people like you and me who have simply been struck by the idea that there is benefit from 

meeting together to explore how they can live more positive and effective lives which are in harmony with nature, other 

human beings and the planet. 
 

We, who are for the time being are the guardian core group of Parallel Community, have discussed how Parallel Community 

can provide its membership with a suggested “Time Map” for 2012 and create a focus of positive intent.  Expanding last 

month’s Newsletter item about the number 13, we have chosen the thirteen full moons of 2012, each as a focal point for 

“walking our talk”.  Each full moon has a theme which you may interpret any way appropriate to yourself. We merely put some 

suggestions to set you thinking. You may also like to include a meditation focus on each of the themes by sitting outside in the 

moonlight. There are no rules; just suggestions. We would love to hear about your experiences.   

 
January 8/9

th
 Full Moon  -   RECYCLING 

Suggestions:   Ensure family and friends appropriately recycle 

batteries, old printer cartridges, etc. 

Discard unwanted clothes and toys and give to charity shop 

Find a new way to recycle, e.g. fill toilet roll holders with potting 

compost and sow seeds in each. 

Start a compost heap. 

Use brown cardboard to mulch a weed area in your garden. 

 

February 7
th

 Full Moon  -     RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 

Suggestions:    Offer someone a lift in your car. 

Open a door for an elderly person entering a shop. 

Pick up something accidentally dropped by another person. 

Smile kindly at a person who looks sad. 

Reassure someone in difficulty. 

 

March 8
th

  Full Moon  -  START SOMETHING NEW 

Suggestion: Take more care of yourself, exercise, go for a walk. 

Prayerfully say a thank you for your day, prior to going to bed. 

 

April 6
th

  Full Moon  -   GROW YOUR OWN 

Suggestions:  Try sprouting seeds to add variety to your salad. 

Replant or make a small herb area in your garden, or raised trough. 

Research the benefits of herbs and where they may be found. 

 

May 5
th

  Full Moon  -    RELATIONSHIPS 

Suggestions: Put extra food and water out for birds and small 

animals. 

Embrace a tree and admire its shape, colour, and beauty. 

Go for a walk and intentionally experience what wind, rain or sun 

means to you. 

Phone someone you haven’t contacted for at least a year. 

 

June 4
th

  Full Moon  -   WATER CONSERVATION 

Suggestions: Put a brick in your toilet cistern. 

Pee into a bottle, instead of flushing the toilet – great liquid 

fertilizer for the garden! (Men only!) 

Turn off tap when brushing teeth; shower rather than bath. 

Walk to a local spring to collect water:  don’t buy water in plastic 

bottles. 

 

July 3
rd

  Full Moon  -   FAMILY 

Suggestions:   Meditate on what family means to you. 

Visit or call a family in distress and offer sympathy. 

Help a family with childcare during the school holidays. 

 

August 2
nd

  Full Moon  -   RUBBISH CLEAR 

Suggestions: Clean up rubbish from a local beauty spot. 

Monitor water quality in local rivers and streams. 

 

August 31
st

 Full Moon and a ‘blue moon’  -  HARVEST 

Make a point of giving a blessing at mealtimes to offer thanks to all 

those who have worked to provide it. 

Visit the countryside and pick wild fruits or plants to eat   (Stinging 

Nettle soup?) 

   

September 30
th

  Full Moon  -   RESOURCES. 

Suggestions: Meditate on “Counting your blessings”. 

Spend an hour appreciating and loving your physical body; love 

yourself, no matter how old or frail. 

Make a list of what you consider to be your main resources so you 

can care for them: sharpen garden tools, clean computer.  

 

October 29
th

 Full Moon -   SHOW CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 

Suggestions: Praise someone for a good action. 

When someone criticizes, suggest a more positive viewpoint. 

Write a letter of support for a local environmental initiative. 

 

November 28
th

   Full Moon  -   CARING 

Suggestions:  Do a kind act for a neighbour or friend. 

Make a special effort to show someone you care for their feelings. 

Visit the grave of a loved one or ancestor, and say prayerful words 

of thanks for their life and what you learnt from them. 

Joyfully tidy your garden (or someone else’s). 

 

December 28
th

   Full Moon  -  GIVING 

Suggestions:  Find an elderly person and give a small present. 

Give a little time to love all the good things in yourself. 

Give yourself a pat on the back if you have managed to do 

something at each of the thirteen full moons! 
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  DREAMING A NEW WORLD INTO REALITY 

By PC Core Team member Mario Peters  

Everything that has ever been made has at one time only existed as a dream. The dreamer thought about his dream, thus 

giving it energy. Then, the dreamer acted upon his dream and started manifesting and building his dream in this material 

world. 

Our natural resources are being used up at a rapid pace; we are polluting the waters, polluting the air, and destroying our 

natural environment, to such an extent that some are worried about the survival of the earth itself. I'm not worried about 

earth's survival. The earth has been around for a long time and will probably be there for a long time. It is, however, not certain 

that WE will survive. 

But what can I do? I'm just one of many. What can I change? “I'm too busy making a living”, or “it's the government's fault”, 

one might say. Still, we know that something has to change, and we are the only ones who can make these changes. Not by 

ignoring what is, but by focussing on how we would like it to be; and by doing so, bringing the world we want to live in into 

existence. Let's start by dreaming our new earth as we want it to be. Sparkling sunlight on crystal clear water, a clear blue sky 

above, beautiful flowers and abundant colours, healthy green trees, the pure smell of nature and plenty of unspoiled space to 

live in. Make it as vivid as you can, see the colours, smell the magnificent pure scents of pure nature, hear the sound of the 

birds singing, see the open clear sky ... Give this dream energy by thinking and talking about it ... Then, act upon it and bring 

this dream into manifestation.  

One practical down-to-earth way of helping towards doing so would be for example to redouble one’s efforts at recycling so as 
to avoid squandering our planet’s precious resources. Some suggestions are in Michael’s article above: but there is always 
more one can do. 
 
 

WINTER SOLSTICE 

PC member Ginette Davis sent us this photograph of the Winter Solstice sunrise over the east coast estuaries of Suffolk …  
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WINTER HAPPENINGS AT AVEBURY 

PC member Candace Caddick writes … 

Four of us from my Earth Healing group went to Avebury Stone Circle on Tuesday 

December 20 for a visit.  Usually when I go there’s something new to notice and take 

care of, and this was an interesting mid-winter visit. It was a very quiet day, in more 

ways than one. The stones in the great circle usually have a lot to say and are happy to 

talk to visitors, but this time their 

attention is focused on the sky. 

They’re busy, and if you say 

feeble human things like “That 

wave of energy is coming very soon, perhaps within the next two weeks”, 

they say “We know!” We’re guessing: they absolutely know. They are 

very hard at work preparing.  

Stepping into the great circle the drumming from the springtime has 

subsided, and the 

circle is spinning if 

you walk 

clockwise. It can 

feel a little dizzy, but it’s supposed to spin, and it’s like walking on one 

of those moving walkways in airports (not if you walk counter-

clockwise.) These stones used to look grey, but now they appear like 

white quartz, shining with light and they’re all there restored to their 

places. You have to struggle to see the grey stones and the gaps in the 

circles, their energy is now so strong. 

The Avebury circle is waiting to speak. 

 “We exist on your physical plane as an incomplete circle and an ancient 

ruin. This is such a small part of who we are that you can’t understand 

us by visiting and looking at stones. We are so much, much more. In the 

last few years we have been waking up and getting ready to resume our 

function for the planet Earth. 

“We were put here to align this planet with specific stars. Time has 

moved slowly for those stars and we continue in alignment. They exert a 

pull on this planet by anchoring through us, we are an extension of these 

stars, and we maintain connection of this planet to the outer universe. Lately we’ve been resting and waiting for the right time, 

and when that came we began preparations to reconnect 

this beautiful planet back into her place in the universe so 

that her voice and song can be heard again among her 

universal family of planets. There is only one family of 

planets and they sing together like a choir, and all their 

voices together make a cushion of sound that fills this 

universe. Your planet has been silent a long time and the 

song is incomplete without her voice. When the planets sing 

together there is balance and light in the dark spaces, and 

all of life is cushioned and protected with their softness and 

gentleness (although some planets are quite fierce!) You live 

on a very sweet-natured planet, like a favourite little sister 

to the others. 

“Avebury is ready for the Earth to resume her song.” 

You know that wave of energy we’re expecting to hit the Earth in 2012? It could come from inside her, from the song.

 (Photos of the 2011 winter solstice sunrise at Avebury taken by PC core team member Nathascha Heijen)
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WINTER SOLSTICE  

PC member and sculptor Nicky Moss sent us this photograph of the sun wheel she has made on the heath near her home in 

Sway, in the New Forest, aligning with the winter solstice sunrise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“How do I become a member of Parallel Community?” 

 

If you’ve given us your email address, and are receiving this newsletter direct, you already ARE a member. If you’d like to sign 

up as a member, and haven’t already, send an email to info@parallelcommunity.com with your name, location, and email 

address – and tell us a bit about yourself. Learn more about PC by going to our main website at 

http://www.parallelcommunity.com/    
 

Then, if you want to become more involved, and meet online lots of other members, you can go to the next stage, and sign up 

to the Meeting Place, PC’s interactive website, at http://www.parallelcommunity.ning.com . 250 members already have! Click 

at the top right where it says, “If you’re not a member, click here to sign up” – and follow the instructions, creating a new 

account, and click ‘sign up’.  Then you can start communicating with other like-minded people, finding kindred spirits, making 

new friends, contributing your ideas, and becoming a very real part of this parallel community.  
 

 
 

EARTH VISION 

A message from PC member Ann Palmer… 

“The Earth Vision Nature Writing Contest is looking for a new home.  This annual writing competition was the brainchild of 

Canadian Josef Graf who now wants to pass it on to someone as committed to ecology as himself.  For full details of the 

competition, go to http://www.evbooks.net/contest.htm .  I was fortunate enough to win the Earth Vision Nature Writing 

Contest in 2009, and felt privileged and proud to be its judge in 2010 and 2011.   In my opinion it is the most important writing 

competition in the world today.  But, as a professional writer and teacher of writing, I am terribly biased! Is there anyone 

within the Parallel Community network with a website who might love to take on this contest?  It needs publicity and 

marketing to enable it to grow to its potential.” 

mailto:parallelcommunity@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.parallelcommunity.com/
http://www.parallelcommunity.ning.com/
http://www.evbooks.net/contest.htm
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CREATING ANCIENT MEADOWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRED SITES IN TURKEY 

PC member Rose Shuttleworth has asked us to let members know 

about a nine-day tour she is leading, along with Kazim Oguz and 

fellow PC member Patricia Angove, of sacred sites in and around 

Sanliurfa in south-eastern Turkey, in April/May 2012. Sites to be 

visited include Golbelkli Tepe, Harran, and Sogmatar. For details, 

contact Rose on sweetbriar911@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sounds odd, doesn’t it? How does one create in the present an 

ancient anything?  

Conservationists have sown seed gathered from an ancient meadow 

near Battle into a meadow at Kew’s country garden in East Sussex, 

Wakehurst Place.  The hope is that the public will be inspired to 

create these meadows on their own properties, increasing 

biodiversity and acting as repositories of ancient seed genetics. The 

project hopes to guard against future biodiversity losses. 

Wakehurst Place is the home of the Millennium Seed Bank where 1.7 

billion seeds from all over the globe are catalogued and stored. The 

seed bank is home to about ten percent of the seeds of wild plants 

that exist in the world. 

Also in Sussex, Keith Datchler oversees thousands of acres of 

grasslands in the High Weald. He is advocating the return of 

grasslands to traditional meadows. He runs the Beech Estates and 

has 772 hectares of meadow landscape. Mr Datchler turned his focus 

from arable and intensive dairy farming to conservation of the land. 

The meadows are home to wildflowers, butterflies and rare insects. 

It also supports local wildlife, both with safe shelter and grazing.   

It is hoped that more people worldwide will develop an interest in 

maintaining traditional meadows and propagation of heritage plants 

and seeds.  No garden is too small to take part in this endeavour. This 

is something each and every one of us can contribute to. 

Nancy M Bell 

 

PC member Mark ‘Bones’ Allen writes,  

“Hi all. For as long as I can remember, I've wanted 

to make the world a little bit better; but as far as 

spirituality goes, I'm a bit green, so please bear 

with me.  I have recently lent a copy of 'The way 

of the peaceful warrior' (by Dan Millman) to a very 

good friend of mine and it has opened his eyes, to 

say the least. I remember reading these books 

myself, and making so much sense of my life. Do 

any of you have any stories of these wonderful 

books?  Cheers, Bones.”   

Contact Mark via the PC website. 

 

BAUBLES …..   The gifts of this life are not 

found in shiny baubles, but rather in the 

simplest of connections. Our world is so 

alive with the connective sparks which are 

awaiting our heart input. Don't miss these 

chances for they are the spirit gifts which 

last for eternity. Bypass the baubles which 

last only for a short time and gather the 

connections which feed the soul. 

(Judy Beebe) 

 

mailto:sweetbriar911@yahoo.co.uk
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A TALE OF TWO LABYRINTHS 

By PC member Brenda Desborough  
 

During the hot New Zealand summer of 1998/99 I was 
living in the Wellington area, and saw a small ad in a local 
paper asking for volunteers to help build an outdoor 
replica of the Chartres Labyrinth in the grounds of a 
retreat centre, and decided to join in.  It was a community 
millennium project, set in the middle of a lush garden full 
of mature trees; the labyrinth pattern had been marked 
out on a circular concrete base. The project was the 
brainchild of, and overseen by, members of the centre 
staff, and volunteers were needed for the labour-
intensive part of setting thousands of brilliantly-coloured 
mosaic tile pieces into their designated places. 
 
Hundreds of people, old and young, worked on their 
knees to fit these tiny rainbow pieces into place. People 
could just turn up, clock in, and work for as little or as long 
as they liked; it was all very relaxed and sociable, 
seemingly chaotic, but actually very well coordinated. 
Each person was given a small section to complete, shown 
what to do and left to get on with it.  The work itself was 
fascinating, fiddly and sometimes frustrating, with some 
sections needing to be re-done several times. It was also 
surprisingly physically demanding, because of the 
reflected glare from the sun on the near white concrete 
base, and the constant kneeling and crouching. Yet there 
was also a tangible sense of community, shared purpose 
and communion with the earth amidst all the activity that 
I found deeply satisfying to be a part of.   
 
The labyrinth took a year to complete but when finished 
was exquisitely beautiful, surrounded by trees with its 
mosaics glistening in all weathers.  To walk it was a 
powerful experience: earthing, yet mysterious and 
illuminating. I walked it many times, often barefoot, 
loving the peaceful seclusion of the gardens and 
appreciating the craftsmanship and the sheer effort of so 
many people that had gone into its creation.  
 
Years later, back in the UK, and just days after the 7/7 
bombings in London when the prevailing mood among 
many was one of fear and mistrust, I attended a weekend 
at the Bleddfa Centre in Wales which focused on the 
spiritual significance of labyrinths for humans and for the 
land we live on. 
 
Central to the activities was the marking out of another 
Chartres labyrinth, this time a temporary one, mown onto 
the grass and designed to stay in place for one week. 
Interestingly, the process and sense of community was 
similar to my NZ experience and I later discovered that 
the husband and wife coordinators were the same people 
who had managed the labyrinth project in Wellington. 
Synchronicity of the very best kind. The participants were 
a very diverse bunch, drawn from many different spiritual 
backgrounds, but unified by a shared interest in earth 
energies and a passion for labyrinths.  

When the labyrinth was complete, a young vicar from a 
nearby church was asked to bless it before everyone 
walked it. Instead of accepting the request to consecrate 
the ground in the name of his own belief system, he 
paused, looked at everyone present, shook his head and 
said “No, I don’t think I will”.  There was an audible gasp 
as we all wondered what was going to happen next. He 
continued, “Everyone here has worked to make this 
labyrinth so everyone should bless it”. So we all joined 
hands and did just that.  
 
It was a wonderful moment; but I’m also convinced that 
his generosity of spirit and surrendering of power 
somehow connected us all not only to the energies of the 
earth, but also to the Wellington labyrinth 12000 miles 
away on the other side of the planet. 
 
Fast forward a few more years and I was horrified to learn 
that the retreat house and its grounds containing the 
labyrinth had been sold by the diocese of Wellington to a 
firm of property developers! I couldn’t and didn’t want to 
believe that something so incredibly beautiful, made with 
such meticulous care for the lasting benefit of many, 
could be sold off for purely commercial gain. A quick 
internet check confirmed my worst fears, but then, 
gradually, another story began to evolve, like a phoenix 
rising from the ashes. 
 
The retreat centre was, indeed, sold for redevelopment of 
the site, but an outcry against the loss of the labyrinth 
resulted in funds being raised to save it.  It was dug out of 
its secluded garden setting; cut, like a pizza, into sections; 
and crane-lifted to a new home in the grounds of the local 
hospital. Now, more openly visible and surrounded by 
newly-planted indigenous trees, it is illuminated during 
hours of darkness and is freely available and accessible to 
anyone who wants to use it to find peace or 
understanding in times of stress, day or night.  
 
Linked to the “Labyrinths in Hospitals” network it is 
actively used by the hospital as a healing sanctuary to 
support not only patients and their families, but also the 
medical staff working there. It’s good to think of all those 
different feet walking in quiet meditation over those 
rainbow spirals of mosaic and that the work of all the 
people involved did not, in the end, go to waste. 
 
The poem below was written in memory and celebration 
of that Wellington labyrinth project, then set aside and 
forgotten. Re-reading it, I am struck by its resonance with 
the poetry emerging from the Michael and Mary lines and 
other themes of our times. 
 
For the full story of the Wellington labyrinth go to: 
www.huttvalleydhb.org.nz/PageDirector.aspx?ID=1225   

 
 

http://www.huttvalleydhb.org.nz/PageDirector.aspx?ID=1225
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Walking the labyrinth 

 

Slowly, slowly, step by step 

My hesitating footsteps tread 

The pilgrim road along the 

threading 

Way mark of the labyrinth 

 

Mosaic fragments set by hand 

Beneath my feet are sparkling 

In sinuous curves, beguiling forms  

A rainbow serpent, glistening 

 

Concentric circles lure me in 

Deceptive in their welcoming 

For as I venture deep inside 

This pathway leads me out again 

 

Thus pulled and pushed I ebb and flow 

Like river water, eddying 

Until the swirling whirlpool 

Spins a vortex from my journeying 

 

Yet in the middle, reached at last 

I find a pure tranquillity  

Wherein the silence of my soul  

Speaks loud and clear to only me  

 

Alone, not lonely, I stand tall 

In stillness and in sacred space 

Counting my blessings one by one 

Before my footsteps I retrace 
 

B. Desborough 26/04/09 

 

 

ARCHANGEL ANCIENT TREE ARCHIVE 

 by PC member Nancy M Bell

“Archive – propagate – reforest” 

Archangel Ancient Tree Archive is a non-profit 

organization founded in 2008, which collects and archives 

ancient native tree genetics from the wild. Their intent is 

to save genetic material from the longest living trees 

available. It is believed these trees 

have the necessary genes to allow 

them to survive centuries of adverse 

conditions. They then create clones 

of the trees for the purpose of 

functional forestation, using 

traditional techniques of agricultural 

propagation. 

The science advisor to this global 

archive is Diana Beresford-Kroeger of 

Merrickville, Ontario. She leads the 

scientific team at the Ancient Tree 

Archive, which is based in Michigan, 

USA. Bill Libby from the University of 

Berkeley is also a driving force on the 

team. David Milarch is in charge of 

the tree farm and nursery. The group is dedicated to 

helping the earth’s most ecologically valuable trees 

survive and flourish.  

The aim is to find and propagate the largest, oldest living 

things on earth: ancient trees. The old growth forest is 

now 98% gone; trees are the great natural regulators of 

our planet, they produce oxygen and they are highly 

efficient carbon sequesters. Trees clean our water: the 

black willow can actually remove heavy metals from 

water. The Archive is not preserving old growth forest, 

but is restoring it with the clones which carry the exact 

genetics of the parent tree.   

The last remaining old growth trees are archival living 

libraries; they are hard-wired to survive 

or they would not still be flourishing 

after hundreds of years. Seed collections 

already exist in different countries; the 

difference with Archangel is they 

preserve cells taken from the tips of the 

branches where growth would normally 

occur in the living tree, freeze the 

cuttings in liquid nitrogen, or root them 

to produce exact clones of the ancient 

giants they came from. 

Beresford-Kroeger calls the clones “living 

libraries” of the trees. She believes trees 

are the most important species on our 

planet and is concerned that the ancient 

genetics have not been preserved. These 

old growth trees have been harvested and plundered in 

mankind’s need for farmland and building materials to 

name a few. The oldest trees are the survivors, and have 

withstood harsh weather patterns over the centuries, 

some of them for thousands of years. What better trees 

are suited to withstand global warming?   

Archangel’s list of target trees is extensive: black walnut 

from Ontario, Canada, redwoods from the North 
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American west coast, ancient oaks from Ireland, and 

mahogany from Africa are on the list along with 

approximately one hundred other species. The selection is 

diverse: some are chosen for their medicinal properties, 

some for their ability to sequester carbon, some for food, 

some for their ability to clean water and scrub soil.  Trees 

perform so many more functions than a source of lumber 

for human consumption, and are the natural filtration 

system of the planet.  

Other programmes are being carried out by various 

groups worldwide in an effort 

to save this precious data. At 

the University of Guelph in 

Ontario, Canada, they are 

collecting seeds from old elm 

trees which have survived the 

devastation of Dutch Elm 

Disease which wiped out 

much of the elm population in 

that province. The hope is the 

resultant generation of trees 

will be resistant to the 

disease. 

The foundation has already produced trees which are 

suitable for planting in their native environments and the 

hope is they will share their genetic strengths by 

interbreeding with the neighbouring trees.  

Recently, Archangel was successful in cloning a three 

thousand year old Sequoia.  

For more information visit www.ancienttreearchive.org; 

and a short film about the work of the Archive can be 

viewed here http://vimeo.com/26635500.    The 

participation of interested parties is encouraged, either by 

notifying them of old growth trees they may not be aware 

of, or by joining the 

organization and supporting 

their work. There are some 

amazing and informative 

videos available on their site 

for viewing. There is also the 

opportunity to purchase young 

cloned trees which are 

suitable for your environment. 

This helps to support the 

organization both monetarily 

and by ensuring the new trees 

have a good start for their 

hopefully long lives. 

Pictured:  Ireland’s Brian Boru Oak. Standing majestically on its own in Tuamgraney, Co. Clare, this famous tree has long been 

associated with the last High King of Ireland who was born nearby. The tree is reputedly 1,000 years old. It still bears fruit and 

thousands of its acorns have been planted throughout the country. With a girth of 26 feet below its lowest branches, it is one 

of the oldest and best-known oaks in the country. The tree is one of many collected by the Ancient Tree Archive.  

(Top photo from the Tree Council of Ireland’s website; and below, Archangel surveying the oak, from the Archangel website.) 

 

 

PC member Nancy Bell has sent us a poem she has found inspiring. It’s from a children’s book called “Unstoppable Me!” by Dr. 

Wayne W. Dyer and Kristina Tracy. 

 

What Can You Give? 

What is a life full of meaning and purpose, one thatõs truly limit free? 

Itõs when you learn to look outside yourself and not always think, What about me? 

 

It means seeing goodness and  

beauty everywhere you turn,  

and taking every experience in life  

as a chance for you to learn.  

 

Itõs being at peace every day, 

with a respect for all things that live  

and not wondering what you can get,  

but wondering what you can give.  

http://www.ancienttreearchive.org/
http://vimeo.com/26635500
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THE CHEROKEE COMMANDMENTS 

 

Treat the Earth and all that dwell thereon with respect. 

Remain close to the Great Spirit. 

Show great respect for your fellow beings. 

Work together for the benefit of all Mankind. 

Give assistance and kindness wherever needed. 

Do what you know to be right. 

Look after the well being of mind, body and spirit. 

Dedicate a share of your efforts to the greater good. 

Be truthful and honest at all times. 

Take full responsibility for your actions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the February 2012 newsletter is Wednesday January 25th. Send articles, letters or comments 

direct to Frances at watts@penare.ndo.co.uk,  or by post to the address below.  We do enjoy hearing from 

members, and would really love to get feedback from you.   

Please do pass this newsletter on to any friends you feel might be interested. 

 

The Parallel Community, PO Box 11, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 6YF, UK 

info@parallelcommunity.com         

www.parallelcommunity.com 

mailto:watts@penare.ndo.co.uk
mailto:parallelcommunity@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:parallelcommunity@hotmail.co.uk

