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Hello all Parallel Commutineers!
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Seasonal wishes from an inebriated Druid!
Wonderful!  Parallel Community has come of age! Frances has just told me that we have one thousand and two Connectors and Supporters.  Development, Preparation, and Tentative Toe-in-the-Water Time is over; and now, with guidance from many of you, we are engaging in a new phase of action.

We are dedicated to creating a return to common sense and honesty in all aspects of living on this earth.

From talks with very many people throughout the UK, we have realised the depth of feeling of dissatisfaction, and indeed desperation and despair, at the antics of the majority of our political leaders - not only in the UK - and at the small group of people in the world who are forcing their commercial and military agendas on us, possibly in the mistaken belief that they “know what’s best for us”. They believe they have a right to do this because of their “pedigree” or, in most cases, because their successful commercial grandfathers/mothers have provided them with access to massive amounts of money they have never had to earn. 
The resulting articificial “we” and “they” situation has reached a point where most of us are now relegated by these completely unqualified people to being “castrated consumers”,  to be manipulated, fed, watered and coralled in a manner that contributes the most profitable return for whichever commercial conglomerate makes the most noise.

Dennis Healey once memorably said about the meetings of the Bilderberg group (one of many elite clubs and quangos who profoundly influence our lives): “These successful businessmen reach a ‘consensus’ at their meetings which eventually trickles down to Government level.”  Then, to a questioning young reporter, “That’s the way the world works, laddie, and you’d better accept it.”  Not any more, Mr Healey!

Very shortly, on 29th of December this year, the EU will be used by pharmaceutical and agrichemical giants to make the Codex Alimentarius proposition a European Directive, under the helpful guidance of the World Health Organisation. It will inevitably go through as a legal requirement now (having been carefully prepared clandestinely for the last 53 years) because most MEPs and MPs we have contacted claim that

a) they don’t really know what it is all about; or

b)  it’s under the benevolent umbrella of WHO so therefore must be OK.

 So these two giant corporations are trying to assure us that our future welfare depends on their programme to “harmonise” food across the world. We consumers lose our right to decide on what we want to eat and what medicines are appropriate for us, but that, of course, is of little concern in corporate thinking. 
They have made sure of getting this monstrous piece of commercial manupulation through the Commission by using a rather nasty breed of creature known in the trade as “Lobbyists”. There are dozens of companies who make their living by employing people to “persuade” (for ‘persuade’ read ‘bribe’) MPs, MEPs, and commissioners to vote for legislation in favour of big business. Luckily we peasants who pay their salaries are becoming more aware of this departure from honest practice, and are taking steps to put things right.  

According to Collins Dictionary, a lobbyist is “A person or group of persons who attempt to influence legislators on behalf of a particular interest.” Not a lot of people seem to know that in 2008 in the USA there were 14,808 registered lobbyists with a budget of $3.3 billion (yes, billion) actively involved in ‘persuading’ Congressmen to phrase legislation in favour of their private clients. If you think this is an outrageous distortion of the democratic process, have a look at the workings of the European Union. They have no mandatory requirement for the registration of lobbyists. They are working a ‘voluntary’ system with “differing financial control requirements”; similar in fact to the recent ‘voluntary’ regulation of MPs’ expenses. They are extremely coy about the the amounts of money in the European slush fund but recent estimates indicate that there are no fewer than 15,000 lobbyists including “in-house” groups within the European Commission who - and I quote - “are allowed simply to provide an estimate of their lobbying budget which does not have to satisfy accounting rules.” Perhaps you will draw your own conclusions on the current operation of “democracy” in Europe.
The Truth Agenda

In Parallel Community we are looking for the truth behind official interpretations of the many events which are increasingly restricting and controlling our freedoms. An important book called “The Truth Agenda” has just been written and published by Andy Thomas (www.truthagenda.org).  It is painstakingly researched with a restrained, balanced enquiry into many of the highly controversial matters which have been concerning us all for a number of years. It asks the reader to ponder and question some of the official statements that have been made in regard to these matters. It also suggests that perhaps we all have to overcome some of the prejudices we have developed from the influence of media and ‘official’ versions of events, and start thinking more clearly about the implications behind them. Andy’s work has confirmed in detail many of the findings of researchers who have been working on behalf of Parallel Community, and we are grateful to him for his years of meticulous research.
Parallel Community people realise that we have serious problems of Government systems and control by unelected people all over the world, and we are not going to be overwhelmed by the scale of the struggle or the difficulty of finding solutions. 

The latest performance by heads of government over global warming seems to indicate that they are collectively incapable of recognising a real problem when it stares them in the face. Posturing over protocol, saving ‘face’ and enabling rich countries to buy the right to carry on polluting our atmosphere is hardly an intelligent answer to a situation which can only deteriorate as a result of years of delaying tactics.
Let’s stop pussyfooting

Basically we humans are great, with endless reserves of inventiveness, and inspirational thinking. We are a hard-working lot, as we have proved many times in the past. Let’s just accept that through our own negligence we have allowed ourselves to get into this state. Fear management on a huge scale through television and newspapers has contributed a great deal to our weakness, but that’s no excuse for us to sit down and dumbly accept that we can’t do anything about it.  The people who are deciding what’s “good for us” are totally dependent on our compliance to their wishes, and on our uncomplaining acceptance that we are merely consumers of whatever product they are trying to sell. This can be plastic toys, food, oil, war, chicken tikka or anything that will turn an ongoing profit. 
So what can we do?

First of all we must develop in 2010 a positive intent to advise our parliamentary representatives and local councillors in no uncertain terms of our opinions on all decisions they might make on our behalf. More than this, we must start making them aware that their jobs are on the line if they don’t make decisions that are good for ‘us consumers’ rather than someone else’s vested interest. Legislation happens and decisions are often made by default because nobody bothers to question the perpetrators; and they go on to bigger matters because they got away so easily with the first one. This is our fault, and we must learn to play an increasing part in this exciting game of social and civil reform. 
In every communication, whether letter, email, postcard or telephone call, please begin by saying “We are Parallel Community” and sketch the logo on every piece of paper. Use the PC “Banners” from our website on emails. It has reached the time when we all have to DO something in 2010 and we will willingly send you postcards or stationery FREE with the logo etc already printed, when you let us know you are going to make a positive gesture towards change.

We are NOT looking for civil unrest, which is totally unacceptable and accomplishes nothing, or even civil disobedience, which leads to flouting the law with all sorts of complications, but in the light of these new interpretations of “democracy” we are firmly in favour of civil ‘non-compliance’. This means that we question the qualifications of those who seek to control us for control’s sake, and if we find them wanting, we take appropriate action to refuse to accept their judgement.

A glaring example of one creeping menace to our freedom is in the recently released figures which show that we now have to support no less than twenty-six thousand staff in a “Health and Safety” organisation which has grown totally out of proportion to its original operational brief. The greater part of health-and-safety living is good old-fashioned common sense, and most of us are quite well qualified to look after ourselves. 

We can have a long and hard look at everything we buy and decide for ourselves what proportion of the price is taken up by advertising costs which we have to pay for. Do we have to be told every day that Fred’s margarine is better than any other? If it is, it will be perfectly obvious, and we are bright enough to make our own choices. We can also have another long hard look at the official spin on many events which have had or will have serious effects on our lives; and actually voice our approval or disbelief in the traditional PC manner.
Does anyone still believe that David Kelly, a distinguished scientist with wide experience of communication at the highest level, who was security-cleared to the deepest levels of the CIA, walked out and committed suicide in that bizarre way?
Is it not a fact that everyone in the country (except the banking fraternity) believes that Gordon Brown should have accepted the resignation of the directors of the Royal Bank of Scotland with alacrity? Where are all these other banks around the world who apparently are clamouring to employ them and pay them millions in bonuses so that they can fail again? 

We have to relearn the art of asking awkward questions which need honest answers.

Let us not ever forget that the people behind the scenes are bullies; and like all bullies, are basically insecure. In this critical time it is up to us to declare our intent, to quietly but firmly stand our ground, and actually talk to our neighbours and friends about getting together to make our voices heard. Join local groups of people with similar agendas. Arrange meetings of your own - it can be two or three people or a hundred - but bring it all out into the open. Let everyone know how we feel, particularly our parliamentary representatives and local council members.

Get involved with the “Meeting Place”on the Parallel Community website to find out what other people are doing and thinking. If you find it difficult, get a ten year old or a neighbour to give you a hand, and tell them why you want to get involved.
New Year Resolution for 2010! 
I Will Make Time to think and consider and then take whatever action I think might help locally. This is more important than even “Strictly Come Dancing”! Offer what skills you have to help out. This applies to cooking, gardening, making things, growing vegetables: anything you’re good at, or even not so good at. From these small beginnings the movement will spread round the world. It’s not trying to reinvent the wheel. It is to encourage people to help themselves to a better, more satisfying lifestyle without the artificial stresses which we have been creating for ourselves. The giving of a little of your precious time to help other people over their difficulties is the most rewarding and happy-making thing you can ever do! Simple acts of caring will make your life feel rich, and will help to readjust our relationships with each other and our natural environment in a way that is unstoppable. It will make a huge difference for generations to come; and those who seek to control us will realise that they are the deprived, that there are rewards a long way beyond money in living in harmony with friends and neighbours. The option is open to them if they want to live behind security fences like prisoners.
May we wish you all joy and peace during this festive season. 
 I sometimes wonder whether we might develop a system of being as nasty as Old Nick to each other during this short season, and have the rest of the year in the true Spirit of Christmas!

Let’s all prepare for active participation in triggering changes in 2010.  Best wishes to all from the Parallel Community Team. 
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The Parallel Community, PO Box 11, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 6YF, UK

info@parallelcommunity.com         

www.parallelcommunity.com
We embrace you all in our extended family. Thank you for joining with us and we wish you all a Happy, Fulfilling and Relaxing Festive Season.








